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St. James Journal 
Our Mission Statement: 

“We Proclaim and Practice Christ’s Love” November 2016 

www.stjamesmc.org 

JAVA AND JESUS meets each Tuesday 
at 8:08. Join us any week! 

I will give thanks to you, Lord, with my whole heart; I will tell of your 

wonderful deeds. 

         

 -Psalm 9:1 

November is one of my favorite months. I like the changing weather. I 

enjoy thinking about the approaching holiday season. I love curling up 

on a Sunday afternoon with a cup of hot chocolate and a football game 

or a good book to read.  

And I especially love the day of Thanksgiving. The food, of course, is 

great. When I imagine November, my mind automatically conjures up 

the smells of turkey cooking, pie baking, and all the other wonderful 

food being made. 

But what I like even more than the food is the chance to gather with 

loved ones and simply be thankful. The chance to approach God in 

humble thanksgiving for all of the gifts we have received. 

Of course, this is something we can do more than just once per year. 

Living gratefully is something we can do each and every day. Living 

gratefully causes us to notice the gifts around us and remember that 

we don’t have to do everything ourselves. So much of what we have 

and what we enjoy is a gift from our generous God, who gives us gifts 

every day.  

And remembering the way we receive so much as a gift from God 

helps keep our relationship with God and with one another healthy. 

With God, we remember that we are creatures, cared for by a loving 

provider who gives us what we need. And with one another, knowing 

that so many of our blessings are undeserved gifts means that neither 

our blessings nor the struggles that others have are necessarily 

deserved, either. We don’t deserve what we are given, yet God daily 

and abundantly provides for us anyway.   

So this month, I hope that we can take time to be grateful. Start a 

notebook, or a journal, or a list. Or, as I have encouraged the last few 

years, post your thanksgivings each day on Facebook, Instagram, or 

Twitter. And every day, take note of something worth being grateful 

for. Sometimes, it will be something big and somedays, what you are 

thankful for might be just the cup of coffee in your hand. But each 

day, take note of something. Then, when we get to Thanksgiving Day, 

you will have a whole list of Thanksgiving Prayers.  

May you enjoy this month…and this season. And may you find 
something everyday to be thankful for. Amen. 

~Pastor Jeni 

SUNDAY SCHEDULE 

8:00 AM Traditional Worship  

9:15 AM Contemporary Worship  

9:15 AM Adult Bible Study 

10:15 AM Sunday School  

11:00 AM Traditional Worship  

Sunday Morning Education  

Opportunities 

9:15: Adult Bible Study in the  

         Friendship Room 

10:15:  Sunday School for  all ages. 

10:15:  Adult Forum 

WEDNESDAY SCHEDULE 

There is something for EVERYONE on 

Wednesday nights at St. James!  

 5:15—Join us for a great supper!  

 6:15— Confirmation   

  ONE for 4th-6th graders, 

  WOW for pre-school- 3rd 

  Graders 

 6:15—High School Youth Group 

 6:15—Adult Bible Study 

 6:00—Worship Band 

 7:00—Choir  

THANKSGIVING EVE WORSHIP will 
be held at 6:30 PM on Wednesday, No-
vember 23. Before you eat turkey and 
gather with family and friends, gather to 
give thanks to the One to whom we owe 
our gratitude. Stay for pie and fellowship 
after worship! 

 

Dust off your dancing shoes 
and join us for our (slightly de-
layed) Annual Polka Worship 

on Sunday, November 13! 
Worship music at 8 and 9:15 will be led by 
our Polka Band. Join us between services 

for Root Beer and Popcorn in the gym!  
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News From Our Members 
Baptisms: 
 Blessings to Mackenzie Rayane Horst, daughter of 

Michelle Horst and Christian Garrett. Mackenzie 
was baptized on October 19, 2016. 

 Blessings to Kaleb Nathan Dick, son of Nathan and 
Alyssa Dick. Kaleb was baptized on October 30, 
2016 

 
Confirmed in October: 
Congratulations and many blessings to our youth who 
confirmed their faith on October 30, 2016: Amelia 
Ackley, Madison Braun, Paige Braun, Aidan Colby, 
Dalton Gorder, Tanner Hanson, Jaidyn Hull, Macken-
zie Horst, McKinzie Johanns, Abe Lemke, Parker Lien, 
Jonathan Love, Samantha Miller, Blake Nelson, Jacob 
Nelson, Brianna Notermann, Kate Palmer, Nathan 
Palmer, Aaron Pope, Jacob Rick, Cassie Sievers, Em-
ma Townsend, Alana Trask, and Hailey Worman.  
May God bless them as they take this new step in their 

faith! 

 

THANK YOU so very much for all the cards, calls, 
visits, food, Prayer Shawl and especially prayers when 
I was recently in the hospital and then recovering at 
home.  My St. James family is the best!!!  

~Kathy Follmuth 
 

Office Updating:  We are in the process of updating 
and painting the offices.  If you would like to donate 
towards this project, here are some of the items we 
need along with the prices:  Paint 6 gallons @ $22; 
hardware $40; desk $350; chair $100; flooring $800.  
You can put your donation in the offering plate or give 
it to Amy in the office.   
 

COMMUNION TO HOMEBOUND MEMBERS: 
We are updating our visitation lists. If you or anyone 
you know is homebound and would like communion 
brought to you at home, please contact Pastor Jeni or 
the Church office.  

 

ON NOVEMBER 20, we will have TWO ser-
vices as we will welcome Dave Anderson and 
Roger Walk, who will be leading our worship 

music that day. Their program will include a 
mix of gospel songs, hymns, old Sunday School songs, 
and newer praise and worship music. They perform 

concerts and lead worship all around the country. They 
will be with us for our 8 and 9:15 services (no 11:00 
AM service that day).  A free-will offering will be tak-
en during the service to support their ministry.  

REMEMBER IN PRAYER IN OCTOBER: 
Jan Abrahamson, Mary Levenhagen, 
Kathy Follmuth, Don Plagge, Dean 
Blackmer, and Jean Schutz 
If you wish to be added to our Sunday 
morning prayer list, please contact the church 
office or Pastor Jeni. 
DUE TO INCREASED PRIVACY REGULA-
TIONS at the hospital, it is very important that 
you call the Church office when you or someone 
you love is hospitalized so we can make sure you 
receive a visit. You can leave a message on the 
machine or call Pastor Jeni at home or on her cell 
phone. Thank you! 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
OUR CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY is  
extended to: 
 Our deepest sympathy to Kent and Anita Lyb-

bert and family at the deaths of their fathers. 
Kent’s father, Jerry Lybbert, died on June 18. 
Anita’s father, Melvin Friedrich, died on July 
27.  

Our prayer is that you feel the love of God from 
the hearts of those who care and share in your 
time of sorrow.  
 
When there is a death of a family member, please 
call the church office so that we may make a note 
of it in an upcoming Journal.  Also please call the 
church office if a name has been inadvertently 
omitted. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 

Births: 

 Congratulations to Jarrod and Lindsey Tell on 
the birth of Lynnlee Loren Tell, born on Septem-
ber 26. 
 

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE 

 NEWLYWEDS! 

 Congratulations to Jayden Ott and Matthew 
Hillson, who were married at St. James on 
October 1, 2016. 

 Congratulations to Mandy Keeney and Jason 
Marovets, who were married at St. James on 
October 15, 2016. 

May the glow of love and happiness from your 
marriage day be with you for the rest of your 
lives! May the Lord bless you and keep you. 
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SCRIPTURE READERS  
If you are unable to read on the sched-
uled Sunday please call the church of-
fice. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
THE DECEMBER JOURNAL deadline is  

by November 15thby 12:00 PM.  
 

THE DECEMBER JOURNAL will be             
assembled on November 22nd 

 at 9:00 AM. 
Please call the church office if you are able to help. 

 
BULLETIN ARTICLES are due on  
Wednesday by 9:00AM every week.  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
BLOOD PRESSURE CHECK TIME AGAIN!    
Blood pressure checks will take place on Sunday, No-
vember 6th.  This will be in the Board Room across 
from Amy’s office.  We will just be doing the checks 
between the 1st and 2nd services ONLY this year!   

~Growth & Life Board 
 
KOINONIA will meet on November  27 at 6:00. 
 
HOPE CIRCLE will meet on November  15 this 
month. 
 
LOVE CIRCLE is meeting on Monday, Nov. 21st at 
7pm.  
 
DO DAYS QUILTING meets every Tuesday at 
9:00a.m. 
 
SENIOR SAINTS will meet on November  17th at 
5:00.  

St. James News 
THANKOFFERING services will be November  
20.  Ladies, we hope you have been putting your 
coins in the Thankoffering containers for all the 
blessings you have received.  If you do not have a 
container and would like one, please pick one up 
from the table in the narthex.   

~WELCA Mission Action 
 
THANK YOU to everyone who contributed in any 
way for the WELCA bazaar which was held on Oc-
tober 22. Some brought salads or desserts. Some 
brought baked items. Some brought craft items. 
Some helped make craft items. Some worked in the 
kitchen and in the dining room. Some worked in the 
sales areas. And a special thank you to Suzan Koeh-
ler and Cynthia Tompkins who were the chairmen 
of the bazaar and used their creative abilities in 
many ways. We are grateful to you. 
 
Winners of prizes at the bazaar: 
Gail Braun- flower arrangement from Baker's; Jean-
ette Priebe-the Rachel Ray cooking basket; Linda 
Schmidt-the beautycounter basket; Donna Trebil-
wine basket; Jean Daniel-beauty basket;Lisa Schi-
nagel-coffee basket; Connie J-dog basket; Ron Jen-
sen-dog basket; Linda Trask-Christmas quilt; Mag-
gie Smith-movie basket. Twelve people won angels. 
 
Winners of the angel competition: 
Overall winner-Savanah Schultz 
Children's division-Danielle Bolz 
Adult division- Linda Paulsen 
Congratulations to these winners. Thank you to all 
who competed! 
 

 
 

 
WELCA CHRISTMAS DINNER 

December 6, 2016 at 6:00 PM.   
Free Soup Supper:  Please bring a micro-
wavable non-perishable dinner which will 

go to Crisis Intervention.   
Program:  Sue Harris “American Quilts and their 
Place in History.” 
 
CHRIST IN OUR HOME AND PORTALS OF 
PRAYER for  October  through December  are   
available at the church on the tables in the Narthex. 
 

 
 

 8:00 AM 9:15 AM 11:00 AM 

Nov. 

6 

Norm 

Schmidt 

Gary  

Lafrenz 

Gene 

Larson 

Nov.  

13 

George 

Arduser 

Mike/ 

Collen 

Syverson 

Erik 

Hoefer 

Nov. 

20 

   

Nov. 

27 

Laurie  

Haugen 

Dave  

Jacobson 

Carmen 

Madson 
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Service Opportunities 

SALVATION ARMY BELL RINGING! SIGN UP TO SERVE! 
 

St. James has reserved slots to ring bells for the Salvation Army Kettle Campaign. There will be 
sign-up sheets in the Narthex. Sign up your family or a group to help you. Maybe get a group of 
carolers together! Or your confirmation small group! Or take some instruments and play some 
songs. Watch the bulletin for dates and times and sign up on Sunday’s at church! 

MEALS ON WHEELS 
 

St. James will be delivering meals the week of November 21-25. Look for sign-up sheets 
in the Narthex.  Even if you can only deliver one day, this is very helpful.  Students, this 
would be a great way to earn Silver Cord hours or Halverson hours. If you are able to help 
in this very meaningful way, please contact the church office. Thank you! 

For the past eight years, I have led a group of students and adults from Charles City on a mission trip to Chi-
cago to do work in the city. We’ve done a huge variety of things and have been fed by the Holy Spirit on 
these trips.  
 Well, we’d like to try it again!  
 We’d like to know who from St. James might be interested in trying this trip this year. Here are the 
details: 
  Who: All St. James 9th-12th Graders and Anyone Older (Adults Included!) 
   What: Mission Trip to Chicago 
  When: December 27th, 28th, & 29th of 2016 
  Why: To Serve God Through Service to Others 
  Cost: Approx. $120 
 We would take the church bus from St. John Lutheran Church in Charles City and leave early in the 
morning of Tuesday, December 27th. We would arrive in Chicago in the mid-afternoon and start right away 
with a service activity that evening. Wednesday and Thursday would also have service opportunities in addi-
tion to a few hours of other fun activities. We would stay in a hotel that offers suites that can hold 4-5 peo-
ple (at least one would be a chaperone), a pool, an exercise facility, room for Bible study, and a HUGE free 
breakfast. All of that for not much money per night.  
 If you are a high school student or older (we need adult chaperones!) and are interested in hearing 
more about this service trip, please contact me (Erik) either by phone/text (641-330-4456) or by email 
(ehoefercomet@gmail.com).  

-Erik- 

St. James News 
Join us during the Sunday School Hour on November 20 for an ADVENT FAIR for all ages! We will 
learn ways that we can celebrate Advent in the home, and learn about the meaning of this special sea-

son. There will be crafts, stories, food, and lots of fun for everyone! We will begin at 10:15 in the 
gym. Hope to see you there!  

TRIVIA NIGHT 

Join us for friends, food, and fun at TRIVIA NIGHT on Friday, November 11. Trivia begins at 8 

PM. Watch the bulletin and our St. James Facebook page for information on location. You can 
come with a team—or assemble one when you get there! No charge. No pressure. ALL fun! 

mailto:ehoefercomet@gmail.com)
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CHRISTMAS PROGRAM REHEARSALS begin dur ing the Sunday School hour  in No-
vember. Youth will practice songs during Sunday School opening each week. Notes will be 
sent home in early November with more information about the program.  
 
 

HEY KIDS!—We have TWO groups on Wednesday nights! Pre-School through 3rd Grade come to 
our WEEKLY WOW Group. 4th-6th Grade will continue the ONE Youth Group on that same night. 
Come early for a delicious meal! Then meet for opening worship at 6:15 before we divide up into 
our groups. Invite a friend…and join us! All are welcome!! 
 
THANKSCATION IS COMING BACK! There is no school on the Wednesday before Thanksgiving! 
What are you possibly going to do?? Come to St. James for our Second Annual Thankscation! We will 

have games, movies, food, and service to do. Sign up at church any Sunday, print off a registration form 
from the church website, or call or e-mail Pastor Jeni at pastorjeni@mchsi.com. There is a suggested dona-
tion of $5, which includes lunch and a day full of fun. Thankscation will be held from 9-4. Drop off can 

happen any time after 8 AM. All area youth are invited to attend, but sign up as soon as possible so we 
have an idea of how many people will be here. Older youth and adults will be needed as helpers, so please 
sign up too! 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP! 

 

Beginning in November, a HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP will meet every Wednesday from 6:15-7:30.  
What will we do?? Some Bible Study and Growing in Faith Together. We will have games, movies, ser-
vice nights, and LOTS of other fun! 
Invite friends and join us each Wednesday! 
Also, watch for announcements about other special events we have for High School Youth! 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

MIDDLE SCHOOL LOCK IN! Friday, November 18 from 7 PM-7 AM 

 

Live Band! Games! Movies! Lots of other activities all night long! 
Invite friends! Be sure to sign up at confirmation or call/e-mail/text Pastor Jeni if you plan to attend! 

+++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
RIVERSIDE CAMPERS will be fundraising with great products by BEC Foods.  Sales will begin on 
Wednesday, October 26 with orders due back on Wednesday, November 9.  Orders will be delivered on 
Wednesday, November 16.  The delicious food products for sale include pies, soups, holiday cookies, 
cookie doughs, Pastry Puffins, and PuffCrust Pizza.  Please look for the table in the Narthex beginning 
Sunday, November 6 with Riverside kids ready to take your orders.  They will also have samples available 
for you to try.  Take care of some of your holiday cooking needs while also helping St. James youth make 
Riverside camp more affordable.  ANYONE INTERESTED IN ATTENDING RIVER-
SIDE, please contact Pastor  Jeni! 

St. James Youth News 
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ST. JAMES STAFF 

Pastor Jeni Bohls 

pastorjeni@mchsi.com 
 

Student Pastor Erik Hoefer  

ehoefercomet@gmail.com 
  

Administrative Coordinator Amy Halverson 

stjamesofficemc@gmail.com 

 

Financial Secretary Mike Fitzgerald 

stjamesfs@gmail.com 
 

Building Supervisor Bill Trask 

bljjjt@msn.com 
 

Worship & Music Coordinator Bill Grant 

honeyguitar@msn.com 
 

Choir Director Zack Carlson 
 

Kitchen Coordinator  Sherri Fitzgerald 

 

 

ST. JAMES CONTACT INFORMATION 

1148 4th St SE  

Mason City, IA 50401 

(641) 423-4702  fax (641) 423-4755 

www.stjamesmc.org 

www.facebook.com/ 
@St James 

 
 

WEDNESDAY NIGHT MEALS FOR NOVEMBER 
 

November 2—Chicken Ranch Wraps, BBQ Sandwiches, Chips, and Hot Dogs 
 

November 9—Walking Tacos, Soft Tacos, Nachos & Cheese, and Hot Dogs 
 

November 16—Lasagna, Mac & Cheese, French Bread, and Hot Dogs 
 

November 23—NO MEAL  
Coffee & Pie served in the Fireside Room  

 
November 30—Chili or Chicken Noodle Soup 

 
Home-Cooked, scrumptious suppers are served every Wednesday Night, beginning at 5:15. Suggested dona-
tion is $5 per person. All meals include lettuce salad, dessert and beverages. Come and dine with us! 

~Sherri 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


