
ST. JAMES LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Sunday November 9, 2025—9:45 AM 

17th Sunday after Pentecost 
We Proclaim and Practice Christ’s Love! 

 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
OPENING LITANY (based on Psalm 145: 1-8) 
Come, let us praise God together! 
For God is great, and worthy of our praise! 
Let us tell stories of God’s power and majesty, His mighty acts throughout 
history: 
for God is great, and worthy of our praise! 
Let us remember the compassion He has shown toward us; His mercy and 
unfailing love, generation after generation: 
for God is great, and worthy of our praise! 
Let us pass these stories along to our children and grandchildren, so that 
they, too, may come to know and love our God. 
For God is great, and worthy of our praise! 
Come, let us worship God together! 
Let us praise God’s name! 
 
OPENING SONG  Glorious Day 

I was buried beneath my shame.  
Who could carry that kind of weight?​

It was my tomb 'til I met You 
 

I was breathing but not alive.  
All my failures I tried to hide.​
It was my tomb 'til I met You 

 



Chorus: ('Cause when) You called my name (and)​
I ran out of that grave​

Out of the darkness into Your glorious day​
You called my name (and) I ran out of that grave​

Out of the darkness into Your glorious day 
 

Now Your mercy has saved my soul.  
Now Your freedom is all that I know.​

The old made new Jesus when I met You  Chorus 
 
CHILDREN’S SERMON  
 
GREETING AND PRAYER OF THE DAY 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
Let us pray: O God, our eternal redeemer, by the presence of your Spirit 
you renew and direct our hearts. Keep always in our mind the end of all 
things and the day of judgment. Inspire us for a holy life here, and bring 
us to the joy of the resurrection, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. Amen. 
 
SONG  Jesus Loves Me 

Jesus loves me; this I know  
For the Bible tells me so 
Little ones to him belong  

They are weak, but he is strong 
 

Refrain: Yes! Jesus loves me. Yes! Jesus loves me. 
Yes! Jesus loves me. The Bible tells me so 

 
Jesus loves me! He who died  
heaven's gates to open wide; 
he will wash away my sin, 

 let his little child come in.  Refrain 
 

Jesus loves me! He will stay  
close beside me all the way; 
when at last I come to die,  

he will take me home on high.  Refrain 



 
FIRST READING: Job 19:23-27a 
 23 “O that my words were written down!​
  O that they were inscribed in a book!​
 24 O that with an iron pen and with lead​
  they were engraved on a rock forever!​
 25 For I know that my redeemer lives​
  and that in the end he will stand upon the earth;​
 26 and after my skin has been destroyed,​
  then in my flesh I shall see God,​
 27a whom I shall see on my side,​
  and my eyes shall behold, and not another. 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 

SECOND READING: 2 Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-17 
1 As to the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our being gathered together 
to him, we beg you, brothers and sisters, 2 not to be quickly shaken in mind 
or alarmed, either by spirit or by word or by letter, as though from us, to the 
effect that the day of the Lord is already here. 3 Let no one deceive you in 
any way, for that day will not come unless the rebellion comes first and the 
lawless one is revealed, the one destined for destruction. 4 He opposes and 
exalts himself above every so-called god or object of worship, so that he 
takes his seat in the temple of God, declaring himself to be God. 5 Do you 
not remember that I told you these things when I was still with you?​
  13 But we must always give thanks to God for you, brothers and sisters 
beloved by the Lord, because God chose you as the first fruits for salvation 
through sanctification by the Spirit and through belief in the truth. 14 For this 
purpose he called you through our gospel, so that you may obtain the glory 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. 15 So then, brothers and sisters, stand firm and hold 
fast to the traditions that you were taught by us, either by word of mouth or 
by our letter.​
  16 Now may our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved 
us and through grace gave us eternal comfort and good hope, 17 comfort your 
hearts and strengthen them in every good work and word. 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL: Luke 20:27-38 
The holy gospel according to St. Luke, the 20th Chapter. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
27 Some Sadducees, those who say there is no resurrection, came 



to [Jesus] 28 and asked him a question: “Teacher, Moses wrote for us that if a 
man’s brother dies leaving a wife but no children, the man shall marry the 
widow and raise up children for his brother. 29 Now there were seven 
brothers; the first married a woman and died childless; 30 then the 
second 31 and the third married her, and so in the same way all seven died 
childless. 32 Finally the woman also died. 33 In the resurrection, therefore, 
whose wife will the woman be? For the seven had married her.”​
  34 Jesus said to them, “Those who belong to this age marry and are given 
in marriage, 35 but those who are considered worthy of a place in that age and 
in the resurrection from the dead neither marry nor are given in 
marriage. 36 Indeed, they cannot die anymore, because they are like angels 
and are children of God, being children of the resurrection. 37 And the fact 
that the dead are raised Moses himself showed, in the story about the bush, 
where he speaks of the Lord as the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and 
the God of Jacob. 38 Now he is God not of the dead but of the living, for to 
him all of them are alive.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SONG Oceans 

You call me out upon the waters 
the great unknown where feet may fail​

And there I find You in the mystery 
in oceans deep my faith will stand 

 
Chorus: And I will call upon Your name.  

And keep my eyes above the waves​
When oceans rise… 

My soul will rest in Your embrace.  
For I am Yours and You are mine 

 
Your grace abounds in deepest waters;  
your sov'reign hand will be my guide​

Where feet may fail and fear surrounds me 
you've never failed and you won't start now. Chorus 

 
Spirit lead me where my trust is without borders. 

Let me walk upon the waters Wherever You would call me. 
Take me deeper than my feet could ever wander 

and my faith will be made stronger, 
In the presence of my Savior (repeat several times) Chorus 



 
SERMON  
 
SONG Forever Reign 

You are good You are good When there's nothing good in me​
You are love You are love On display for all to see​

You are light You are light When the darkness closes in​
You are hope You are hope You have covered all my sin 

 
You are peace You are peace When my fear is crippling​

You are true You are true Even in my wandering​
You are joy You are joy You're the reason that I sing​

You are life You are life In You death has lost its sting 
 

Chorus: (Oh) I'm running to Your arms​
I'm running to Your arms​

The riches of Your love will always be enough​
Nothing compares to Your embrace​

Light of the world forever reign 
 

You are more You are more Than my words will ever say​
You are Lord You are Lord: All creation will proclaim​

You are here You are here In Your presence I'm made whole​
You are God You are God Of all else I'm letting go Chorus 

 
APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,  he is seated at 
the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the 
dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  
Amen. 
 



SHARING OF THE PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you. 
 
OFFERING 
 
OFFERING PRAYER: Merciful God, as grains of wheat scattered upon 
the hills were gathered together to become one bread, so let your church 
be gathered together from the ends of the earth into your kingdom, for 
yours is the glory through Jesus Christ, now and forever. Amen. 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION: Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
LORD'S PRAYER  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and 
ever. Amen. 
 
BLESSING 
May our Lord Jesus Christ and God our Father, who has loved us 
and given us unending encouragement and unfailing hope by his grace, 
inspire you with courage and confidence in every good thing you say or do.  
And may the Lord bless you and keep you now and forever. Amen. 
 
CLOSING SONG I Am Free 

Through You the blind will see​
Through You the mute will sing​
Through You the dead will rise​

Through You all hearts will praise​
Through You the darkness flees​

Through You my heart screams I am free 
 

Chorus: I am free to run I am free to run​
I am free to dance I am free to dance​

I am free to live for You I am free to live for You​
I am free I am free​

(Yeah I am free I am free) 
 



DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
**Altar Flowers Donated by Judy Clarke in memory of John Clarke** 
 
 

ANNOUCEMENTS 

Thanksgiving Turkey Baskets for Needy Families: It’s time to start 
putting together our yearly Thanksgiving Meal Baskets. This year, part of 
our donations will go to families identified by Mason City Schools as 
needing food help this holiday season. Our goal is to put together 25 baskets. 
If you’d like to donate, please choose pictures of items needed from the 
board in the narthex. We ask that you keep all donations at home until the 
week of Thanksgiving due to limited freezer and refrigerator space. 
Donations can be dropped off at the church between Sunday and Monday 
evening, the week of Thanksgiving. Thank you! 

Coping in the Modern World. Our next Coping in the Modern World 
meeting will be Sunday, November 9th, right after second service. 

Special offering: Loose change and dollars can be brought to be placed in 
the well during the offering. Money will go towards the pastor’s 
discretionary fund to help people in need. Non-perishable food items can 
also be placed in or around the well. 

It’s time for our .25 Store! We are looking for donations of small trinkets, 
jewlery, small holiday decor items, etc, for our .25 store. We will host this 
store in the gym on Sat. Dec 6th from 11 am to 1 pm. Children will be able 
to shop for the *perfect* gift for mom, dad, etc... this is always such a fun 
event! There will also be a free-will donation gift wrapping center. Please 
bring your donated items to the gym and leave them on the stage. Thank you 
so much! 

Let’s Celebrate Pastor Jeni on Sunday, November 23rd! We will have a 
brunch after 9am service to celebrate Pastor Jeni’s 25th ordination 
anniversary. There will be a sign up sheet on Sunday. Please let us know if 
you think you might come and how many people will be eating. This is just 
to get a loose head count for food. If you decide to come later, but didn’t 



sign up, please still come and join us that day!​
 

CALENDAR​
Tuesday, November 11th: Do-Days 9 am.  

Wednesday, November 12th: Men’s Breakfast 7 am, Supper 5:30 pm, 
Confirmation 6:30 pm, Choir 7 pm; ;​
​
Sunday, November 16th: Traditional Worship 8:30 AM, Sunday School 9 
AM, Contemporary Worship 9:45 AM, 

​
Meal for 11/12 

Baked Potato Bar 

ST. JAMES STAFF 

Pastor Jeni Bohls: pastorjeni@mchsi.com 

Pastor Sid Bohls: sid.bohls@gmail.com 

Administrative Coord. Emily Weaver: 

stjamesofficemc@gmail.com 

Financial Secretary Mike Fitzgerald: stjamesfs@gmail.com 

Worship & Music Coord. Bill Grant: 

honeyguitar@msn.com 

Choir Director Ashley McLaughlin 

ashleynmc.am@gmail.com 

Accompanists: Cynthia Tompkins; 

Leah Karalius 

Office Hours 9 am-12 pm M-F 

 


